mental animals and man. Each chapter is supported by references, which number between 80 and 470 and are up to the year 1979.
In spite of the fact that not every chapter reads equal1y wel1, an ideal impossible to achieve in such a multiauthored book, the editor has produced an excel1ent degree of uniformity of style and presentation.
Since this book deals principal1y with research aspects and only marginal1y with the techniques or principles of malaria control, one wonders if a title 'Malaria Research' would not have been more appropriate.
Each of the three volumes has a separate index and this is very helpful. Il1ustrations general1y are of high quality with ful1 captions. Printing errors are remarkably few for a book of this kind. The insertion in the contents list of each volume of the 18 chapters and 4 appendices on Babesiosis (which is not included in any volume of this book) is puzzling, until the reader learns from the introduction that such a volume is in preparation.
In conclusion the editor and al1 his contributors, as wel1 as the publishers, deserve sincere congratulations on this major book. Its price may appear to be high for a private pocket but it will be indispensable for any academic or other scientific library. The use of captopril, the first oral1y-active agent capable of inhibiting angiotensin II formation, in many recent research protocols has renewed interest in the role of the renin-angiotensin system in the pathogenesis of raised blood pressure. This monograph originated from a col1ection of papers given at a recent American symposium. It is divided into three sections. The first discusses humoral and physiological mechanisms in hypertension, and the second angiotensin-I converting enzyme and the development of inhibitors of that enzyme. The third section deals with the clinical use of inhibitors and antagonists of the renin-angiotensin system and mainly reviews data on captopril. The first two sections are of interest, dealing with subjects as varying as the design of site-specific inhibitors and the influence of neurological defects on renin release. However, the section on the clinical use of captopril is disappointing. Very little attention is paid to important aspects of the drug,. e.g. the published literature on side effects and the possibility of mechanisms of action unrelated to inhibition of the renin-angiotensin system. It must also be pointed out that many now disagree with two of the Cornell Group's theories, both of which are presented in some detail. The first of these is that a patient's plasma renin category can be used as a prognostic factor in hypertension, and the second is that low renin hypertension is volumeexpanded hypertension.
Unfortunately, this book cannot be recommended to those seeking either a wel1balanced review on the role of captopril in hypertension management or a comprehensive review of pathophysiological mechanisms in hypertension.
A B ATKINSON

Fogarty International Fellow Vanderbilt University, Tennessee
Developments in Antiviral Therapy L H Collier & J Oxford (ed) . . pp 291 £18.60 London: Academic Press 1980 Those who attended the meeting in the autumn of 1979, on which this book is based, will remember it as an extremely useful review of the latest breed of specific anti herpetic compounds, of some drugs active against RNA respiratory viruses and some against hepatitis B virus, and of the interferon field.
The progress from the unveiling of a new antiviral drug to its therapeutic use is slow. Even though new discoveries about these drugs are reported frequently, it is the whole state of knowledge which is of interest. The authors have presented comprehensive but lucid reviews of complex subjects, which wil1 form a useful basis for future study. In addition, in the final chapter the editors review the contents of their book and include reports of some developments reported in 1979 and 1980. The reviews of some of the anti herpetic compounds are unique and, although interferon has been extensively reviewed elsewhere over the past year, some interesting aspects of its potential clinical use and biology (for example, safety aspects) are discussed. Although such a book could not be total1y comprehensive, the editors have probably selected the more important and interesting current subjects.
Despite considerable research and development, there is no satisfactory drug on the horizon effective against established influenza and rhinovirus infections. Similarly, no useful regimen of chemotherapy for chronic hepatitis B virus has yet been devised. Some drugs (Ribaviran is a good example here) seem, from early clinical studies, to be useful but have never caught on and the reasons for. this are not made clear. In contrast, idoxuridine has been marketed for two decades (and some have had doubts about its efficacy). Three exciting new antiherpetic compounds are described which have already had preliminary tests in man. These have been developed because of the limitations of existing drugs imposed by their interference with host-cell DNA synthesis. Although the three new compounds appear virus specific and highly active in vitro, it remains to be seen whether they will pass the current stringent safety requirements for clinical use.
The last third of the book is devoted to interferons: some cellular events in interferon action, their cell-growth inhibition properties and their effects on the immune system. The review of cancer treatment studies clearly illustrates the impossibility of evaluating uncontrolled clinical data. It was a pity to include this in a book on antiviral chemotherapy.
No one at the meeting could have foreseen the rapid progress towards cloning interferon genes or the successful active hepatitis B vaccination, reported in 1980. The former will make more interferon available for clinical trials, and the latter will hopefully make hepatitis B virus infection a disease of the past. Similar hopes are not held for respiratory and herpes viruses and the search for orally-active specific and powerful drugs will continue. The average general practitioner meets five to ten new cases of cancer each year and helps to cope with a smaller number in the terminal stages. While the general practitioner and the patient may decide whether to treat, the question of how to treat is increasingly a technical decision taken in departments of oncology or radiotherapy. Yet the general practitioner is often actively involved in coping with the sequelae of treatment and in reassurrance and explanation to patients and relatives.
This book from two leading New York oncologists therefore fills a gap, explaining the principles and problems of modern non-surgical treatment of cancer. It is divided into three sections: a pathological background including a useful description of staging various types of tumour; a middle section describing the response of different cells, tissues and host subjects to treatment; and a final section dealing with the hazards and complications of treatment. It is a clear and readable account with an emphasis on the biological background of neoplastic change and its treatment. A very human approach to the physical and psychological needs of patients is shown. Yet despite its clarity, humanity and accuracy (there are 331 references) I found the style sometimes irritating, possibly because the authors have tried too hard to please the uninitiated.
The authors present a connected argument; the book is not intended to be a reference book as such. Diseases and drugs are used as illustrations of principles so that it may be difficult to locate information on particular diseases or drugs. However, the book is wide-ranging and has some information about most tumours and treatments. Future editions could perhaps be improved by the addition of tables of neoplastic conditions and the drugs used in their treatment.
Overall the book is of such interest, putting together information not readily available elsewhere, that I consider the libraries of all medical schools, departments of general practice and academic centres should all obtain a copy; many individuals will also wish to buy one for themselves.
J N REA
Editorial Representative Section of General Practice
Clinical Phannacology and Therapeutics: Proceedings of the First World Conference P Turner (ed) pp 582 £40 London: Macmillan Press 1980 This is not a text for those wishing for a comprehensive update on c1inicial pharmacology and therapeutics, but it contains much of interest on growth aspects ofpharinacology in its broadest sense.
Plenary lectures by Vane and Moncada on the pharmacology and clinical potential of prostacyclin, and by Professor Kosterlitz on possible physiological roles of the enkephalins and endorphins, provide excellent accounts of these important areas of pharmacology and a sound basis for later sections on antiplatelet and antithrombotic chemotherapy, on pain and on the pharmacology and therapeutics of antirheumatic drugs.
It would be difficult to conceive of a conference on clinical pharmacology that did not have sections on the therapy of hypertension, clinical trials and drug metabolism, and those interested in these topics will not be disappointed. Other sections of familiar concern to clinical pharma-. cologists include those on ionotropic and vasodilator drugs and drug dependence, but there are welcome additions in the form of therapeutics at extremes of age, clinical pharmacology of the skin, pharmacological aspects of anticancer chemotherapy and the therapy of tropical disorders. The problems of drug production, clinical trials and finance in developing countries are well covered, as is the present situation on
